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International students meet sixth grade pen-pals
The scents, sights and sounds of more than
40 countries filled the Grand River Room in
Kirkhof Center during an event hosted by
the Padnos International Center.
“International Night” on November 11
celebrated Blandford School sixth graders
and their projects and matched them with their
semester pen-pals: Grand Valley international
students.
Along with posters created by the students,
the sixth grade students each created a dish
representing their assigned country for
parents, teachers and Grand Valley guests.
The event drew about 200 participants.
The students also performed traditional
cultural dances, including the Chinese ribbon
dance, Tarantella (Italian folk dance) and the
Norwegian scarf dance.
Above all, the unique opportunity allowed
the sixth graders and international students
to learn about different cultures. “For many
international students, this is a rare opportunity

to connect with American
children and their families in an
educational context,” said Mark
Schaub, executive director of
the Padnos International Center.
“Most of their on-campus
interaction is with their peers,
faculty and staff members.
“The opportunity to talk
to the American children
about their home country
provides an avenue for the
GVSU international students
to gain insight into American
children and families.”
Photo by Amanda Pitts

During October, the Blandford
Pictured are, at left, Grand Valley student Iwona Gruszka, from Poland,
students collected information
and her pen-pal, Elena Trumball, a sixth grader at Blandford School in
on the country of their choice,
Grand Rapids.
and throughout the process,
sent e-mails to their pen-pals
partnered with Blandford School, a Grand
with questions about their home country.
Rapids Public School that specializes in
environmental education, to highlight
The Padnos International Center has
international education for the past five years.

Across Campus
Transfer students benefit from music
agreement
Grand Valley and Grand Rapids
Community College have reached
an academic credit transfer
agreement for music students.

Gilda G. Gely, GRCC provost and executive vice president for Academic
& Student Affairs, said: “Grand Rapids Community College continues
to focus on helping students succeed while they are with us and when
they move on to new ventures. This partnership brings together two
outstanding music programs. Our students are the ultimate beneficiaries.”

The agreement was signed November
15 at the Heritage Restaurant in
the GRCC Wisner-Bottrall Applied
Technology Center. Music faculty
members from both schools have
worked out the details to allow
more than a dozen GRCC music
courses to qualify for transfer credit
to Grand Valley. The agreement
applies to any student who has
completed an associate’s degree
of art with a music major, or an
associate’s degree of music.
“I am very happy to establish
another way in which Grand Valley
and GRCC can work together

to support our students and smooth their paths to graduation,” said
Gayle R. Davis, provost and vice president for Academic Affairs at
Grand Valley. “I congratulate the music programs at both institutions
for achieving this level of collaboration and look forward to
welcoming even more of GRCC’s music students to our campus.”

In order to have the specific courses transferred, the student must meet
the standard Grand Valley admissions criteria and be admitted into the
Department of Music by successfully completing a juried audition for
a review panel. Students will audition on any instruments currently
accepted for applied study in Grand Valley’s Department of Music.

Agreement signed with area
schools for fellowship program
Photo by Amanda Pitts

Danny Phipps, chair of music, gives
details about a transfer agreement
between Grand Valley and GRCC.

President Thomas J. Haas, along with Bernard Taylor, superintendent of
Grand Rapids Public Schools, and David Britten, superintendent of
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
Self Service (My Banner) website. This site also lets faculty and
staff members review home addresses and W-4 exemptions.

continued from page 1
Godfrey-Lee
Public Schools,
signed a memo
of understanding
November 15 as
part of the W. K.
Kellogg Foundation
Woodrow Wilson
Michigan Teaching
Fellowship
Program.

• The holiday pay schedule for December follows:
Hourly Bi-Weekly Employees: Pay date of December 21, next pay date
will be January 4; Salaried Faculty and Staff: Pay date of December 23,
next pay date will be January 14.
• Review the first paycheck of 2011 carefully, as it will have many changes
including new health plans, salary adjustments and tax increases.
• More information is online at www.gvsu.edu/busfin-payroll-office17.htm, or call x12237.

The Fellowship
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Program, aimed
From
left,
Godfrey-Lee
Superintendent
David Britten,
at increasing the
President Thomas J. Haas and Grand Rapids Public Schools
number of science
Superintendent Bernard Taylor sign an agreement for the
and mathematics
Woodrow Wilson Michigan Teaching Fellowship Program.
teachers, is open to
graduating college
seniors, recent graduates and mid-career or second-career professionals
with degrees in science, technology, engineering and mathematics
(STEM) who are interested in teaching in Michigan’s high-need, urban
secondary schools. Muskegon Public Schools is also a program participant.
Fellowship applicants selected by the Wilson Foundation and Grand
Valley will each receive a $30,000 fellowship in exchange for a three-year
teaching commitment. Twenty fellows will be selected for admission
to each of the 2011 and 2012 cohorts.

Drivers, pedestrians urged to follow
safety rules
Because of the unusual number of pedestrian-vehicle accidents this fall,
university administrators remind students, faculty and staff members
of safety rules.
Vehicles are required to yield to pedestrians at cross walks. Pedestrians
and bicyclists should not assume drivers see you or know campus road
rules. Pedestrians are urged to make eye contact with a driver or be
certain a vehicle is stopping before stepping or biking into the street.
Drivers should slow down and watch for pedestrians and bicyclists.

For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/teachingfellowship.

Jim Bachmeier, vice president for Finance and Administration, said: “We
are a big community at Grand Valley. Let’s watch out for one
another and finish the remainder of the year accident-free. We care
about your safety.”

Payroll Office offers tips

United Way giving increases

The Payroll Office reminds faculty and staff members of several
end-of-year accounting tips:

Grand Valley’s United Way campaign saw an increase in giving and
participation for 2010. Campaign results were announced at the

• Electronic versions of the 2010 W-2 forms will be available by
January 20 to those who have given permission through the Banner
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GVFaces
Haiying Kong
Health communications
Haiying Kong came to the U.S. more than eight
years ago for job training and enjoyed the experience so much she never left. She decided she
could best learn and interact with her passion
for multiculturalism and personally grow by
pursuing education in America.
Kong, a native of Dalian, China, joined Grand
Valley as a health communications professor in
August.
She earned a master’s degrees in communication and public administration from Missouri
State University. She said she originally faced
challenges with the U.S. educational style and
setup. “From registration to the classroom,
everything was different,” said Kong. “You are
challenged by critical thinking skills here more
and classes include deeper reflection.”
Kong is currently completing her dissertation
through the University of Oklahoma, where she
began with an intercultural emphasis in communication. After serving as a research assistant
studying bilingual health care issues, Kong said
she knew she wanted to fuse her passions of
health care and interculturalism through health
communications.
“I felt connected to the patients experiencing
this,” said Kong. “There is often miscommunication and misinterpretation, and I wanted to
help students better understand this.”

Haiying Kong

While at the University of Oklahoma, Kong
taught introductory communication courses for
four years. She was a part of the International
Teaching Assistance program and helped new
international students acclimate to change
through demonstration, teaching and cultural
education.
Kong said she was impressed that Grand Valley
offers an undergraduate health communications program, which she said are rare. She also
enjoyed the program’s interdisciplinary aspects.
“The features of the program were very unique
and interesting to me,” she said. “I am enjoying
the campus, my supportive colleagues, and the
students.”
Kong has family and friends in China that she
tries to visit biannually. She also enjoys tennis,
music, and reading.
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What’s Ahead
Holiday gift idea:
50th anniversary book
on sale in Kirkhof lobby

• Tuesday, November 23: 10 a.m.-2 p.m.;
• Monday, December 6: 11 a.m.-1 p.m.;

In time for holiday gift giving, the University
Bookstore will sell copies of Grand Valley’s 50th
anniversary book in the Kirkhof Center lobby
before exam week, and President Thomas J.
Haas is scheduled to sign copies on select dates.
“Grand Valley Celebrates 50 Years of Shaping
Lives” traces the story of Grand Valley from
its charter in 1960 to its beginnings as a
small liberal arts college to a comprehensive
university that now more than 24,000
students call home. Priced at $19.95 plus
tax, the book includes a timeline, details of
50 favorite pieces of campus artwork, and
stories and photos of athletics, cultural events,
student life, housing and university leaders.
Book sale tables are scheduled in the Kirkhof
Center lobby for the following dates:
• Monday, November 22: 10 a.m.-1 p.m.,
President Haas is scheduled to sign books
from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.;

• Tuesday, December 7: 11 a.m.-1 p.m., President
Haas is scheduled to sign books from
noon-1 p.m.; and
• Wednesday, December 8, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
In addition to these sale dates, the book is
available at University Bookstore locations in
the Kirkhof Center and DeVos Center, and
online at www.ubs.gvsu.edu.

Once homeless,
speaker works to
break poverty cycle
A national expert on poverty who was once
homeless with two children will speak on
campus about breaking free from poverty
and building a more equitable society.
Donna Beegle, president of the consulting firm
Communication Across Barriers, will give a
presentation on Monday, November 29, at
6:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, Grand River

Room. “Breaking Down Poverty’s Barriers”
is free and open to the public.
Beegle grew up in a migrant labor family. At age
15, she dropped out of school to marry. After
10 years of living in poverty, Beegle divorced
her husband and became homeless with two
children. She said that’s when she found
confidence to finish a GED, then continued to
earn degrees in journalism and communications
and a doctorate in educational leadership.
Beegle founded Communication Across
Barriers and a nonprofit organization,
PovertyBridge, dedicated to changing lives for
people in poverty. She is the author of
See Poverty: Be the Difference.
The event is sponsored by Grand Valley’s
Women’s Center, Division of Inclusion and
Equity, and Women and Gender Studies.
Participants are encouraged to bring donations
of women’s personal care products (soap,
shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste) that will
benefit local domestic violence shelters.
For more information about the event,
contact the Women’s Center at x12748.

Across Campus
continued from page 2

more and more, they begin to receive badges, similar to Foursquare.”

President’s Thank You Breakfast for
volunteers in the Kirkhof Center
November 16.

When a product is scanned, relevant photos from Flickr, videos from
YouTube and product reviews are sent back to the user within seconds.
The app includes four sections: the “Social” tab allows users to share
their product interests with friends on Facebook; the “Lookup” tab is
where users retrieve product reviews, photos and videos; the “My Stuff”
tab houses the user’s favorite products and badges; and the “Store” tab
provides locations of local stores where the product can be found.

The campaign report, to date,
showed the following:
• 51.9 percent of employees gave
a financial gift this year

A team of three students, led by Engelsma, began work on the app in
January. Like the first app, Laker Mobile which has more than 8,500
users, Shop Social has taken students through all stages of software
development — conceptualization, building, deployment, and
feedback from users.

• 72.3 percent response rate, up
from 66.5 percent last year
• 5 percent increase in dollars collected:
156,611, up from $149,074 in 2009.
“Once again, the Grand Valley community
showed tremendous support for the
communities in which we live and work,”
said Marlene Kowalski-Braun,
campaign co-chair.

Shop Social is available at the iTunes store and Android app is available in
Android Market.

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

United Way campaign co-chairs
Marlene Kowalski-Braun and
Jon Jellema release campaign
results at a thank you breakfast
November 16.

Forty students, faculty and staff members
participated in Day of Caring and 99
reading mentors participated in Schools
of Hope. During the Stuff the Bus
campaign, students, faculty and staff members literally stuffed a school
bus with supplies for local schools and students donated more
than $1,000 for supplies.

Kowalski-Braun and co-chair Jon Jellema announced the new campaign
co-chairs for next year: Sue Sloop, Work Life consultant, and Steve
Lipnicki, assistant dean of students.

Second mobile app released
Grand Valley has launched a new, free mobile application for the iPhone
and Android that combines bar code scanning software, game mechanics
and social media in a retail setting.

Faculty, staff compete in
pedometer challenge
More than 300 Grand Valley faculty and staff members participated in
the pedometer challenge against Saginaw Valley State University, but
SVSU captured the golden shoe trophy for having a higher step average.
The contest, now in its fifth year, is sponsored by Health and Wellness
and had participants logging steps and exercise for 50 days. The trophy
was presented during the Lakers-Cardinals football game November 13.
Grand Valley had 75 teams with a step average of 461,953; SVSU had 33
teams and a step average of 492,133.
Top teams from Grand Valley were “Autumn’s Special Forces”
comprised of Autumn DeRoo, Jayne Dissette, Vincent St. Germain and
Doug Wondergem, and “The Winners” comprised of Aaron Albrecht,
Wanda Isenga, Maria Jaramillo-Gonzalez and Sharon Wiersma.

Subscribe to news alerts

Shop Social is an experimental mobile application built and developed
by student and faculty researchers in the Mobile Applications and
Service Lab in the School of Computing and Information Systems.

Keep up with campus news by subscribing to GVNow, Grand Valley’s
daily news website produced by
News and Information Services.

Different from other bar code scanning apps, Shop Social focuses on
the social aspects of retail shopping. “Shop Social allows users to share
their finds on Facebook,” said Jonathan Engelsma, associate professor
of computing. “As the user shares the information and uses the app

Each day new stories are added to GVNow, subscribers will receive an
e-mail with news headlines and links. Visit www.gvsu.edu/gvnow and
click on “News Alerts” at the bottom of the page to subscribe.
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General Events
Mon., Nov. 22
11 a.m.-1 p.m.: College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences hosts Teaching Showcase. GRR
KC. Call x12495 for information.
6 p.m.: American Indian Heritage Month
Event. “Dennis Banks: Vision for Our
Nation’s Future.” Loosemore Auditorium,
DEV. Call x15034 for information.
8 p.m.: Music Concert: Perugino String
Quartet. CDC. Call x13484 for information.

University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.

8 p.m.: Women’s Basketball hosts Rochester
College.

Wed., Nov. 24

Sat., Nov. 27

Noon: Women’s Center hosts Fireside Chat.
2201 KC. Call x12748 for information.

1 p.m.: Women’s Basketball hosts University
of Wisconsin-Parkside.

Noon-1 p.m.: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259
KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for
information.

Sports
Tues., Nov. 23

Tues., Nov. 23
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters.

6 p.m.: Men’s Basketball hosts St. Joseph’s
College.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Majd Al-Mallah, director of Middle East
Studies, was interviewed by WGVU Radio for
a story on the significance and customs of the
Muslim pilgrimage known as Hajj.

Sketches
Paul Cornish, associate professor of political
science, gave a presentation, “How Radical
Was the Revolution? John Adams and the
Preservation of American Liberty,” at the
Association for Political Theory Conference in
Portland, Oregon.
Steven Smith, assistant professor of social
work, gave presentations, “Coping with
Disaster: Lessons Learned from Nonprofit
Executives Following Hurricane Katrina” and
“Service-Learning Trips to New Orleans,” at
the Council on Social Work Education Annual
Meeting in Portland, Oregon.
Teri Behrens, staff member at the Johnson
Center for Philanthropy, was a panel member
for a session, “Is Philanthropy a Profession?
Should It Be?” at the Hudson Institute in
Washington, D.C.
Deanna Morse, professor of communications,
had her film “August Afternoons” selected for a
program with upcoming screenings in Belgium
and Canada.
Michael Scantlebury, associate professor of
hospitality and tourism management, served
as team leader for an external quality review of
the University of the West Indies Hospitality

and Tourism Management Program in Nassau,
Bahamas.
Christopher Toth, assistant professor of writing, received the Best Dissertation Award at
the Association for Business Communication
Conference. He also gave presentations, “Sorry
Seems to Be the Hardest Word: Toyota Recall
Notices and the Rhetoric of Apology,” and
“Speaking Isn’t Writing: An Assessment of
Professional Writing Students’ Presentations”
at the conference.
Salim M. Haidar, professor of mathematics,
gave a presentation, “A Necessary and Sufficient
Condition for the Existence of Absolute
Minimizers of Invariant Energy Functionals,”
at the International Conference on Integral
Methods in Science and Engineering at the
University of Brighton, United Kingdom.
Ashley Nickels, assistant director of the
Women’s Center, received a 2010 Advocate
Award from the Young Nonprofit Professionals
Network of Greater Grand Rapids for her work
with the National Organization for Women,
Grand Rapids Chapter.
Kathleen Underwood, associate professor of
history and director of Women and Gender
Studies, was honored with a Life Membership
by the Western Historical Association in recognition of her achievements in the field of
western history. She was elected chair of the
Coalition for Western Women’s Historians.
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, professor of philosophy, published a chapter in the Brazilian book,
Para Ler Bachelard - Ciencia e Arte.

Ranelle Brew, assistant professor of health professions, gave a presentation, “What is Public
Health?” at Michigan State University.
Michael DeWilde, director of the Business
Ethics Center and associate professor of
philosophy, gave a presentation, “Students,
Inmates, and the Impulse to change the World,”
at Northwestern University’s Brady Center for
Ethics and Civic Life. He also wrote an article,
“Art, Aristotle, and Ambiguity,” published in
Philosophical Practice.
WGVU received three MarCom Awards: a
gold award for marketing/promotion of “LZ
Michigan”; platinum award for “Showplace
Guide” brochure; and honorable mention for
“LZ Michigan” brochure.
Rick Albrecht, associate professor of movement science, was appointed to the review
editorial board of Frontiers in Movement Science
and Sport Psychology.
Library faculty members Patricia Bravender,
Linda Masselink and Hazel McClure gave a
presentation, “Weeding with Robots: Managing
Collections in an Automated Retrieval System,”
at the Issues in Book and Serial Acquisition
Conference in Charleston, South Carolina.
Craig Benjamin, associate professor of history,
wrote articles, “The Carthaginian Invasion of
Europe. Polybius, Diodorus, and the Origins of
Universal History,” published in World History
Connected and “Historiography and World
History Teacher Training,” published in The
New World History.

